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The Chatham Conservation Foundation preserves land for the benefit of
the people, plants, animals and ecosystems of Chatham.

Insight on CCF Land Stewardship: Invasives

*Natures’ Best Hope, Douglas W. Tallamy, Timber Press 2019

Photos by Cathy Weston

by Cathy Weston,Trustee

Twenty years ago, that patch of woods at the end
of your street probably consisted of pitch pine, red
cedar or wild cherry trees, with maybe some bayberry,
milkweed, and goldenrod along the edges. Birds,
butterflies, bees, and other wildlife found both food
and a home within that patch.
Today, though, the trees are probably choked
with invasive plants like bittersweet and porcelain
berry vines, a stand of Japanese knotweed has
crowded out the edges, and garlic mustard fills in
the empty spaces. The creatures that used to call this
home have no food or habitat left and are gone.
This scenario is repeated all across town, in
both our own landscapes and in our open spaces.
Ecosystems needed to support wildlife are becoming
scarce, and the wildlife are suffering as a result.
We are already seeing substantial declines in bird,
butterfly and bee populations; studies have shown
that 25% of our native bumblebee species are in
danger of extinction. *
continued on page 4

Invasive seedlings, clockwise from top left: Japanese knotweed,
porceline berry, Oriental bittersweet and garlic mustard

2020 Volunteer Interns
by Dorothy Bassett, Executive Director

Josephine Weissburg

Matt Hamilton

Shannon Donnelly

Caroyln Hanrahan

The Chatham Conservation
Foundation would like to specially
thank these four extraordinary young
Volunteer Interns, who spent their
summer helping CCF with Land
Management Plans, mini meadow
maintenance, land mapping,
historical research, featured trail
e-newsletters, films, and many other
important projects. Our land steward
Julie and I had a wonderful time
teaching and learning with them,
and from their notes to us before
they left for the schoolyear we know
they enjoyed the experience as well:

Chatham’s land trust since 1962

Shannon Donnelly: “My favorite
part about interning at CCF was
having the opportunity to discover
and share all the natural beauty
Chatham has to offer. I am especially
grateful to have met such amazing
female leaders, who will undoubtedly
serve as personal role models as I
continue through my education and
future career.”
Carolyn Hanrahan: “I
loved getting the opportunity
to intern with CCF because I was
able to get a glimpse into all the
“behind the scenes” work that goes
continued on page 6

President’s Message: Challenges and Opportunities
by Bob Lear
President of the Board of Trustees

There are voluminous entries
in response to an internet search
for “are challenges opportunities”
which assert that indeed they are.
I believe our recent experience
at CCF, as described in the
articles that follow, confirms that
assessment is correct.
Regarding the challenge of
climate change, last summer’s
wind storms, which caused
widespread damage on our
properties, caused us to identify
holdings which needed immediate management and
develop longer range plans based on priorities of need.
These plans also include ways to remove invasive plants
and replace them with native varieties for reasons
explained in Cathy Weston’s article. Although not as
dramatic, rising sea level is impacting salt marshes, which
will need to move to higher ground in order to survive.
We are working to more precisely assess the condition of
the marshes in Chatham and identify adjacent uplands to
which they could migrate.

Less systemic and more manageable is the challenge
and opportunity created by the ownership of a home in
South Chatham, gifted to CCF along with land by Dan
Devine. AmeriCorps now leases it to house its mid-Cape
workers and has taken over maintenance of the property.
Obviously, the major challenge was and is the Covid
pandemic and its associated economic recession. One
direct result was planning and implementing a virtual
annual meeting. In a similar vein, our popular trail walks
and other guided tours have been modified to be shared
virtually.
As with other nonprofits, attracting funds in these
times of economic challenge has been difficult. We have
responded by reassessing our annual and members appeals
and encouraging other donor options, as described by
the donor article on page 5. We are also increasing our
educational projects to increase public interest in our
activities which further our mission and secure additional
volunteers, as detailed by Dorothy’s article on Past,
Current and Future Events events on page 7.

Executive Director’s Report
by Dorothy Bassett
Executive Director

Last summer we experienced tornadoes, and this
year has been another whirlwind. As difficult as 2020
has been for everyone, many of us have found solace in
volunteer work, improving our communities, and finding
connection in nature with the outdoors, ourselves, and
with each other. Our Land Steward Julie and I have also
been taking this time to re-think our work and our events
for the new reality we are all building together. Some
updates on a few changes:
We have continued our projects from home offices,
and one of the brightest points this spring and summer
was working with our Volunteer Interns . You can read
their thoughtful messages on their experiences on page 1.
A huge accomplishment this year is Evelyn Burckhart’s
20 year anniversary working for CCF. We are so grateful
for all of her hard work and continued dedication to
CCF’s mission and success. A new project for us was
to take the Annual Meeting online with the help of the
Cape Cod Community Media Center. And we had our
biggest Facebook post yet, with photos of a fisher from
our My Generation Energy sponsored wildlife camera
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reaching over 11,300 people. To see
the photos “liked” by hundreds of
people, take a look at our Facebook
page, which is constantly being
updated with news, pictures, and
events.
The CCF Trustees decided
early on that keeping our trails
open would be imperative for our
community members. The importance of open space
has been highlighted by this monumental year, and we
are so grateful for the community that supports our
work. From the ground up, conservation land and the
water it meets are the foundation of the plants, animals,
ecosystems, and beautiful scenery we all appreciate and
find so beautiful. Thank you for helping us to preserve
the natural charms of Chatham.

Land Steward’s Report
It takes a community to steward
conservation land. Collaborating with others
to take care of our properties has been a bit
different during the pandemic, but has been a
highlight of my work since the spring. To the
member who learned property monitoring by
phone call and email, the volunteer interns who
made it through detail-laden zoom trainings,
the New York City teens who brought incredible
focus and inquisitiveness to invasive species
control, my regulars who answer countless
phone calls and are ready to help at the drop of a hat, and many
others, thank you for your work to support our conservation lands
and for buoying my spirits!
One of our long -term collaborators is AmeriCorps Cape Cod
and September brought a new group of members to the area. I
am excited to announce that this year four members are living in
Chatham in a house left to CCF by Daniel Devine. We are grateful
that Dan’s foremost wish for the house has been fulfilled. Members
have already put great effort into removing invasive plant species on
the surrounding land.
CCF is fortunate to team with the Town of Chatham Natural
Resources Department to be an individual placement for an
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by Julie Baca
Land Steward

Julia Gerard is this year’s AmeriCorps volunteer
working with land steward Julie Baca.

AmeriCorps member, and I would like to introduce this year’s
member, Julia Gerard. Julia is from Buffalo, New York and
is a recent graduate of the SUNY College of Environmental
Science and Forestry with a degree in Conservation Biology
and a minor in Applied Statistics. Julia brings experiences in
conservation research, environmental education, and volunteer
coordination and we are eager to collaborate with her.
Julia’s project this year focuses on training volunteer
property monitors. Currently, Julia is gaining monitoring
experience and soon will be working on training materials, but
before long we’ll be looking for individuals to learn from her.
There will be opportunities for those who wish to keep their
feet on roads or trails as well as for those up for navigating
woods and brush. I have also been gradually reviving group
volunteer stewardship projects and you can reach out to learn
more about joining. Please contact me at landsteward@ccfinc.
org if you are interested in helping with stewardship projects,
becoming a property monitor, or receiving a refresher on the
task, and I’ll be happy to help get you started.

Evelyn Burckhart
In September, Evelyn Burckhart, CCF’s valued secretary,
was celebrated for her 20 years of service to the
foundation. She received a plaque stating, “We are
forever grateful for your knowledge, humor, dedication
and decades of service in preserving land for the
people, plants, animals and ecosystems of Cape Cod.”

Fall Member Appeal

CCF is grateful for its members’ continual support which
ensures we carry out our mission to preserve land for
the benefit of people, plants, animals and ecosystems of
Chatham. We hope you will be as generous as you can when
you receive the mailing in November.
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Insight on CCF Land Stewardship: Invasives continued from page 1
CCF Invasive-Control Projects

Julie Baca, CCF’s Land Steward, reports that this is an
issue across the Cape, and like other land trusts CCF is
tackling some of these invasive-covered properties as part
of our land stewardship program, with a goal to restore
the native environment and preserve biodiversity.

archeological dig site at the Nickerson homestead. This
year continued monitoring and removals have taken place,
and next year a variety of native plants will be installed,
making it a lovely meadow/shrub area with a walking path
back to the archeological dig site.

What makes these invasive plants so
threatening?

Photos by Cathy Weston

According to Kristin Andres, Director of Outreach
and Education for APCC, “Invasive plants are
characterized as being fast growers. They spread readily
by seed or root. Because they evolved in another part
of the world, their natural controls, either insects or
site conditions, didn’t come with them, so there’s little
to keep their populations in check – and they spread,
creating dense stands. These non-native invasive plants
are also adapted to poor soil conditions and therefore are
early invaders of disturbance. The worst of the invasive
plants are Japanese knotweed, autumn olive, English ivy,
bittersweet and porcelain berry.”

What You Can Do

Barclay Pond Trail parking area off Queen Anne Road
overgrown with Japanese knotweed and after clearing .

Julie is overseeing several concurrent projects. Each
is a multi-year undertaking, involving initial removal
of invasives by mechanical means, usually without
herbicides. This is followed by monitoring and continued
removal as the invasive plants re-grow, and finally planting
and encouraging natives to replace the invasive species.
For example, at the parking lot for the Barclay
Pond trail on Old Queen Anne Road, a large stand of
Japanese knotweed had taken hold. The strategy here is
to mow down the knotweed repeatedly until the plant
succumbs, and to encourage native plants such as native
grasses, goldenrod and black-eyed Susan to compete and
ultimately replace the knotweed.
“It’s important to realize that it will never be possible
to remove all of the invasives. Instead, we think about
habitat restoration and prioritize based on public access to
the properties and wildlife habitat. And when we take on
a project, we know we need to keep at it for several years,”
Julie explained.
In another project, a large patch of invasives
was removed a year ago at CCF property next to
the Nickerson Family Association, in front of the
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Individual homeowners can make a difference – every
patch of invasive-free woods or open space creates refuge
for wildlife and helps keep our ecosystems healthy. Some
suggestions:
• Be careful what you plant.
Plants that are aggressive growers and many vines can be
invasive plants in disguise.
• Remove the invasive plants on your own property,
preferably when they are seedlings, just as you would any
other weed. If you have a large infestation, it is best to
consult a professional to both remove the infestation and
create a plan for re-populating the space with non-invasive
plants.
• Dispose of invasive plant waste carefully. “Landscape
jumping” occurs when vines and other waste is dumped
in the woods (often ours!) or is deposited in the Town’s
compost or brush piles. The waste materials and seeds are
very tough and will germinate on someone else’s property
even years later. Invasive plant waste should be bagged
and placed with your trash to avoid further spread.
• Volunteer for CCF projects. Julie Baca runs regular
volunteer projects to help with our invasive removal work.
Please email her at Landsteward@ccfinc.org if you can
help out.
• Sponsor an invasive plant removal project in your
neighborhood. CCF would be interested in ideas for
collaboration with neighbors to control invasives that
threaten all of us.

CCF’s Donors - Giving Takes Many Forms
CCF could not exist without the generous support of
our many donors. Each has their own story, their own
reason for partnering with CCF, and their own approach
to support.
Long-time Chatham resident Cheryl Gardner
believes;“It is incredibly important to support
CCF, especially in our current environment of over
development of every last piece of open or available land.
Even one small parcel saved would support wildlife and
would greatly contribute to the health of our town’s water
and air quality.”
She often walks CCF trails, especially Frost Fish
Creek.
“I love breathing in the forest scents and hearing
the birdsong and the winds in the high trees, seeing
the heavenly cascades of dappled light and the sparkling
diamonds when the sun slants on the water, the
daily progression of the changes of the seasons, the
peacefulness. It is a special gem for us all. I often bring
others with me and almost experience it like the first
time all over again through their eyes because of their
enjoyment and appreciation. ”
Supporting CCF is also important to new donors,
Anne and Charlie Schewe of Amherst, MA.
“As we are spending more time in Chatham, we want
to contribute more to the community. We enjoy walking
to explore the natural beauty, found Frost Fish Creek and

Photos compliments of the Cape Cod Times

by Cathy Weston
Trustee

Cheryl Gardner and Gus are among CCF’s many supporters
who often walk CCF trails.

the poetry walk delightful, and chose to assist CCF in
creating additional comparable opportunities.”
Still others choose to support CCF with their time
and talent. Julie Baca, the CCF land steward, oversees
a dedicated crew of volunteers who assist with projects,
such as the invasive removal at Barclay Pond parking lot
pictured here. Other volunteers assist with office and
communications projects.
We are immensely grateful for all of our members and
volunteers and look forward to doing more important
conservation work together.

Scott Tappan,center, one of CCF’s most dedicated volunteers works
with a group of volunteers to remove invasives from Barclay Pond trail head.
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At the Annual Meeting,
four new trustees were elected
for their first term. David
Doherty and Mike Franco
were featured in last spring’s
Bulletin. We now introduce
Lee Gatewood and Tim Burt.
Lee Gatewood was from
Swarthmore, PA, but he spent
his childhood summers in his
grandmother’s home on Old
Lee Gatewood
Mail Road in North Chatham.
He grew up sailing and fishing
on Pleasant Bay and loving Chatham. During his adult
professional life, he brought his family to Chatham from
their home in Chatham, NJ. He and his wife Kathy moved
to a new home in North Chatham in 1992 and moved here
year ‘round in 2013. He has a lifelong relationship with the
town and several relatives live here as well.
Lee is a graduate the Wharton School of Business and
spent most of his career in finance in New York city. He
is now working for Cape Cod 5. His strong background
in finance will be helpful to CCF whose mission he fully
supports.

Lee understands the
importance of maintaining
the integrity and beauty of our
natural spaces and is looking
forward to working with our
team to ensure their preservation.
Tim Burt who lives in
West Chatham with his wife,
Joan, is retired after a long
career in banking in the Boston
area. He and his children and
Tim Burt
grandchildren enjoy boating, the
beach, clamming and of course
hiking the many trails in the area.
Tim says he is interested in the history, conservation
and preservation of lands in Chatham. He has been a CCF
volunteer helping with maintenance of trails and the minimeadow at the Mayo House.
“After a long career in Finance, I would like to “give
back” something to this community and environment. I
feel that CCF is a good way to do this and aligns with my
values and objectives: to preserve the lands in Chatham
for the benefit of all. I feel we all have a responsibility
to steward our resources for the betterment of future
generations.”

2020 Volunteer Interns continued from page 1
enjoyed working at Barclay Pond doing trail upkeep and
into environmental conservation on a local scale. I am so
maintenance. Although labor intensive, I was able to spend
glad I was able to help with hands-on trail work and also
time in nature and explore a trail which I had never been
public outreach. This variety in work helped me feel like
to before. I had no idea that there was so much conserved
I was doing something beneficial for the organization, the
land in Chatham, but now I know where to go for a
community, and the land. Thank you to the CCF team for
therapeutic walk!'
being so wonderful!
Josephine Weissburg:'Being a CCF volunteer intern
Matthew Hamilton: 'I gained valuable experience
this summer has given me an overwhelming appreciation
this Summer working with the CCF. I now understand
for Chatham’s unique natural beauty
that effective communication with
and all the effort that goes into
contributors is crucial in understanding
preserving it. I have been coming here
how to do the best work possible.
for my whole life, and this place is
Through my work on the Frost Fish
where some of my greatest memories
Creek promotional video, I have
both in nature and with family have
gleaned how conservation is crucial
been made. I am so grateful to have
for the thriving of both the natural
been a part of the organization that
environment and the surrounding
will continue to keep Chatham
community. Working with Dave
as beautiful as ever so many more
McNally on the project and getting
generations can create memories here.'
an informative tour of the Frost Fish
Interns at Frost Fish Creek
We would also like to thank our
area was a memorable experience for me. I
highschool volunteers, Audrey Forman, Tobey Schwimmer,
also learned a lot from receiving input from CCF staff,
and Riley Schwimmer. From all of us at CCF, thank you
on the earlier versions of my video when it was still in
for your hard work, curiosity, and joy for learning and
production. I would like to thank the CCF staff for their
spending time outdoors.
input and driving me to make a better product. I also
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New Trustees

Past, Current, and Future Events
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Events outside are one of the best ways for the
Foundation to share and celebrate the beautiful land
and nature trails we protect. Here’s a recap of events
we’ve held, what’s happening right now, plans for the
future, and the technology and new
approaches that will bring it all
together.
Last summer and fall we had a
popular Guided Walk Series with
tours of local woodlands and marshes.
The photos from those walks are
on our website under Past Events,
if you’d like to see some of Tina
Delaney’s beautiful pictures. Once
the pandemic hit and we had to go
virtual with walks, Cathy Weston gave
a wonderful online guided tour of
her native pollinator and woodland
Lucy and her dad, Welsley Price have led mushroom walks on CCF parcels.
gardens. We also recently hosted a
live event at the Momomoy National
Wildlife Refuge to help people better understand access
chathamconservationfoudation.org to learn more. We also
to the beautiful MNWR and CCF trails, and the plants
want to hear from you about planning the future, so reach
and animals who live there. The recordings from those
out and don’t be shy if you have thoughts and ideas to
two events are on our website, along with information on
share.
some fun events going on right now.
This year, as many of us begin to tire of computer
based activities, I have had to re-think our approach to
remain connected with our community of supporters. A
guided walk just isn’t the same without the “walk” part,
so we’ve found a fun work-around: our educational walks
are broadcasted live via Zoom for people to ask questions
along the way. We later post the recording on our website
for people to enjoy the walk in person afterwards. We’ve
also decided to keep The Poetry Walk in place at Frost
Fish Creek until the end of November, and have been
doing volunteer workdays to get people outside helping to
manage the trails. If you’d like join the team, take a look
at our Land Steward Julie’s report to learn more.
For the late fall and winter, we are planning some fun
new events: We are currently working on Nature Trivia
nights, where teams of people flex their nature knowledge
Progress!
muscles and compete to win prizes. Special thanks to
Yankee Ingenuity for sponsoring the awards. If you’d like
In keeping with the lead article on invasives in this issue,
we are happy to report that the restoration project on CCF
to be part of the virtual team putting this event together,
property next to the Nickerson archeological dig off Rt. 28 in
please reach out! If you’d like to receive notifications about
Chathamport is progressing on schedule. Headed up by Blue
signing up and playing, please sign up for our emailed
Flax Design, work has been done to remove the invasives
including removal of several black locust trees. The area has
newsletter.
been cleared and raked and is ready for fall seeding of native
No matter the event, no matter the time of the
grasses. Native shrubs will be planted in the spring. This
year, we welcome you to join in on the fun. We’ve
project was funded with a grant from the town Community
Preservation Act funds.
completely transformed our website for smoother use,
and easier navigation, and we hope you’ll stop in at

Photos by Tina Delaney

by Dorothy Bassett
Executive Director
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The 58th CCF Annual Meeting

was held virtually on August 17th. due to
Covid-19 regulations. Cape Cod Media Center in
Yarmouth provided expert technical assistance.
The guest speaker, Andrew Gottlieb, Exec. Dir.
of the Assoc. to Preserve Cape Cod gave an
excellent presentation on the need for greater
watershed protection. The meeting and Gottlieb’s
talk can still be viewed; search on Youtube for
Chatham Conservation Foundation.

Tax Smart Giving
from your IRA
You pay no federal income tax on
your IRA withdrawal if you make
a gift directly to CCF:
• You must be 701/2 at the time
of your gift.

Honorary Trustees

• Your gift must go directly from
IRA to CCF.

Secretary

• Gifts may not exceed $100,000.
per taxpayer.

* Also an Honorary Trustee

• Spouses must use their own IRA
for gift.

Kristin Andres
Eunice D. Burley
Eugene Doggett
Jonathan Vaughan
Andrew P. Young

• Gifts must be completed by
Dec. 31, 2020.

Evelyn R. Burckhart
Executive Director
Dorothy Bassett
Land Steward
Julie Baca

Founding Members
Gen. Lucius Clay
John Manson
Robert McNeece

Groundseltree or Sea-myrtle, Baccharis halimifolia, is a native
shrub of the aster family growing in salt water environments
such as this CCF parcel along the edge of Salt pond in
N. Chatham. It is easily recognized by silvery, plume-like
achenes which appear in the fall on female plants.

Due to the Covid -19
the Mayo House is temporarily closed
but staff can be reached at
945-4084 • ccfinc@comcast.net
executivedirector@ccfinc.org

Follow us on Facebook

