
PRESIDENTõS COMMENT
by Andy Young

Our Annual Meeting last August embraced 
several by-law changes, notably increasing 
the size of the Board of Trustees, while 
leaving several seats temporarily vacant. 
I am very pleased to announce that the 
Board has elected James C. A. McClennen 
and Robert D. B. Carlisle to ýll two of the 
seats as Trustees until our next Annual 
Meeting. Jamie McClennen has an extensive 
background in investment management and 
is an owner of Wequassett Inn. Rob Carlisle 
has spent much of his career in television 
production, print media and communications. 
Most recently he has written several books 
about Cape Cod.

Trustees immediately dug into the 
fund raising campaign for the herring run 
property in Chathamport that was offered 
to the Foundation by the Meier family. That 
campaign was ultimately successfulðwe 
completed the purchase in mid-January 
2005ðlargely due to the efforts of our fund 
raising committee chairman Chilly Foresman 
and fellow Trustees George Dillon, Bill 
Plumer, Jay Stone and Bill Schweizer. I also 
thank the many donors to this cause, most 
of whom are highly enthusiastic supporters 
of our mission!

Among them I would count Katharine 
Howard, who had been a supporter of 
conservation for many years and passed 
away in 2003. Last summer we received a 
signiýcant bequest from her estate, which 
was totally unexpected by anyone at the 
Foundation. We promptly earmarked a 
portion of her gift for the herring run 
property, which we believe would have 
pleased her tremendously. 

In other news, we were the grateful 
recipients of a 4+ acre parcel of salt marsh 
on Stage Island, a gift from Anne Hall 
McMahon, abutting further CCF holdings in 
the same area. Near the end of the year, we 
increased our holdings further by the gift of a 

Walter Meier (l.) and Andy Young (r.) 
at the closing of the sale of the Herring 
Run property on Ryderõs Cove.

The property owned by the Meiers is an absolutely 
beautiful land area almost an acre in size situated 
on the west side of Orleans Road (Rt. 28) between 
Pursel Drive and Crosswind Farm Road. It also 
includes approximately 100 feet of waterfront and 
marsh on Ryderôs Cove on the other side of the 
street facing the property. Most importantly, the 
land includes Chathamôs only herring run between 
Stillwater Pond and Ryderôs Cove. The land was 
recently appraised for $680,000 and was determined 
to be buildable. The Meiers generously offered it 
to the Foundation for $340,000. and now that the 
purchase has been consummated, it will abut a gift 
of land made previously by the Meiers many years 
ago at the foot of the herring run.

The campaign was chaired by Charles Foresman 
and most ably assisted by Trustees George Dillon, 
Bill Plumer, Bill Schweizer, Jay Stone and CCF 
President Andy Young. When the committee was formed in late August the Trustees debated 
the efýcacy of engaging a professional fund raiser to help. Under the guidance of Mark 
Robinson, Executive Director of The Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts, a not 
for proýt coordinating agency, it was determined outside assistance would not be required 
because CCF had a compelling need which Chatham residents, friends and organizations 
would likely support once informed of the opportunity. Besides, suggested Robinson, 
professional fees can signiýcantly erode the bottom line. Foresman reported to the CCF 
Board of Trustees that campaign expenses were less than 1% of total donations thanks to 
all the volunteer fund raising effort.

The response to the Campaign Drive has been overwhelming and extremely supportive 
as Foundation members and concerned Chatham friends have given very generously. The 
Campaign Committee established giving ñlevelsò for donors to encourage and recognize 
contributions exceeding $1,000. Over sixty CCF members and friends achieved either the 
bronze, silver, gold or platinum level and in recognition of their leadership gifts a plaque 
with names inscribed will be placed in the Foundationôs Mayo House located on Main 

Street. Foresman was quick 
to add, however, that the 
campaign would not have 
been as nearly successful 
had CCF not received 
many smaller gifts from a 
large group of supporters. 
These contributors put the 
Foundation over ñthe topò 
and their encouragement 
for the drive was very 
gratifying.

President Andy Young, 
speaking for the Board, 

continued on page 2

Foundation Campaign Drive Tops $400,000

continued on page 2Photo by Jon Vaughan
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lot off Absegami Run that also ties in neatly 
with other CCF land in the immediate area. 
Jon Vaughan provides more details for both 
gifts inside this Bulletin.

The winter weather has closed in quite a 
bit now, with the temperature dropping and 
the most recent storms leaving a few feet, 
not inches, of snow behind. A beach walk at 
low tide requires more preparation to stay 
comfortable, but rewards are to be found. A 
small þight of brant pass me by, seeming to 
comment on my presence with their peculiar 
gabble. Red breasted mergansers are cruising 
half submerged along the shallows. They 
look strikingly beautiful in the binoculars, 
and I wonder, once again, if their posturing 
is some sort of winter dance.

I look forward to seeing many of you in 
the new year.

Presidentõs Comment continued from page 1

applauded the work of the Campaign Committee 
and its helpers at the conclusion of the drive. 
ñWe have now preserved a very valuable, 
prime piece of property which the Foundation 
had had its eye on for an extended period.ò 
Young stated the donations we have received 
from our most generous lead contributors as 
well as the significant number of all other 
donors clearly demonstrates the Chatham 
Conservation Foundationôs mission to acquire 
and preserve land in our town enjoys broad 
based endorsement in the community.

The Chatham Conservation Foundation (CCF) 
launched a fund drive in early September, 2004 
to raise money for property management and 
most signiýcantly to purchase the Walter and 
Pota Meier property known as the ñherring runò 
land in Chathamport. Donations and pledges 
received as of December 31 totaled $405,039. 
thus insuring the Foundation would be able to 
complete the acquisition and proudly add it to 
its portfolio of 573 conservation acres.

Campaigné  continued from page 1

Pearl Harbor Day 2004
by David Haller

Shortly before the beginning of world War II, in the summer of 1936, my mother and I 
were in the old Eldridge homestead and, in response to the throbbing of engines, went out 
of the house to discover the source of this improbable noise. There, about 1500 feet in the 
air was the zeppelin ñHindenburgò þying directly over our house and headed due west. since 
she was low in the air we could distinctly see people in the shipôs gondola looking down at 
us and on her tail ýns were immense circles displaying great black swastikas. Years later, 
after the conclusion of the war but in the same house, we saw the barque ñAmerican ñEagleò 
anchor in Nantucket sound just north of the Bush Buoy. The ñEagleò, Adolph Hitlerôs private 
yacht, had been liberated by our government and was being used, as it still is today, as a 
training ship for cadets in the U.S. Coast Guard. She was, of course, þying the American 
þag. These two events, the ñHindenbergôsò þight and the ñEagleôsò arrival, seemed curious 
punctuation marks for a particular 15 year period.

As we watched the ñEagleò we saw that a gig was being lowered over her starboard side. My 
mother divined that it would probably come to the Town landing on the Little Mill Pond and 
that we should drive into the village and see if the men on board needed transportation.

Some minutes later we were standing on the wharf waiting to see if our guess was on target 
when we were joined by Barry Eldredge. Barry, who later became Chathamôs Chief of Police, 
was probably ten or twelve at this time. We all waited for the launch to arrive.

After a brief wait, the ñEagleôsò launch came into view. She was moving cautiously and a 
cadet was in her bow throwing a lead to check the waterôs depth. For Barry, this was an activity 
that was incomprehensible. Barry had seen Allie and Winnie Hunter take their lobstering boat 
ñTwo Brothersò out of the pond and heôd seen Allan Kilbourn take his party boat ñGraylingò 
out of the pond but heôd never seen behavior like that of these Coast Guard men.

When the launch was secured to the dock and the men went ashore, Barry asked, ñWhat 
was that man in the bow doing when you came in just now?ò

Answer: ñHe was sounding the channel.ò
Barry: ñCouldnôt you see the Goddamn buoys?ò

Transgressions Å Encroachments Å Infringements
We Need Your Help

by Jon Vaughan

Since 1962, Chatham Conservation Foundation members and the general public have been 
welcome to enjoy the trails and many of the properties owned by the CCF. Unfortunately, in 
the last few years, probably because of increased development in Chatham, normal use has 
become abnormal abuse. A large portion of the Trusteesô monthly meetings are dedicated 
to dealing with property protection issues. The transgressions include illegal dumping of 
cars, boats, boat trailers, rubber tires, household trash and enormous amounts of cut brush. 
In some instances, paths have been cleared through CCF land to access the dump sites and 
over wetlands to access beaches. The most common encroachments are abutting lawns and 
gardens that slowly begin to incorporate CCF property. Another common violation is vista 
pruning of trees without permission. Occasionally, hunters will construct blinds or deer 
stands on conservation land, which is not permitted. A rare case was the discovery of a dirt 
bike track partially on one of our lots. Many of these transgressions are simple ignorance; 
too many are not just simple trespassing, but also violations of town and state ordinances 
and environmental laws.

The Trustees are deeply committed to the careful stewardship of CCF lands. Protecting 
each parcel in perpetuity is our mission and our mandate. However, we are an organization 
of volunteers with limited available time. Since the Foundation currently owns 184 properties 
on almost 580 acres of land, checking on them regularly is a daunting task. Many times, 
concerned neighbors have alerted us to possible problems, but more help is needed. WE 
NEED YOUR HELP. If you are a year round resident and would be interested in becoming 
a volunteer steward of CCF property in your neighborhood, please notify the ofýce with 
your name, address and phone number. A member of the Land Management Committee will 
contact you to discuss the parcels in your area. Your responsibility may be nothing more than 
to notify the foundation of any issues that arise so that we may respond to them quickly.

MEMORIAL DONATIONS:
Krome George Å Phyllis Mason

Louisa Parker Å Marianne Snedeker
Gordon Weller

SPECIAL 
DONATIONS: 

Å In honor of a special Birthday of Stuart Holden 
Å In Honor of the 50th Anniversary of Sjirk and 
Ali Vanderburg

Å In honor of the marriage of Abigail Herbst and 
Stephen Sipe by Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Fritsch.

Å In the names of John and Suzanne Nichols a 
Christmas gift from Bill & Jean Nichols.

Å In honor of Ann Mahonyfrom her son Leslie 
and his wife, Susan



Chathamôs Herring Run
The Herring Run at Ryderôs Cove   starts at 

the north end of Ryderôs Cove and proceeds west 
through marsh and woods to Stillwater Pond.  In 
between the marsh and the pond there is a system 
of gates and ladders used to regulate the level of 
water to compensate for differences in elevation. 
From Stillwater Pond, the Run goes under Old 
Comerôs Road to Loverôs Lake.

Annually, the herring leave their salt water 
habitat to swim up herring runs to spawn.  This 
migration begins in Chatham from mid to late 
March and continues to late April / early May. 
Look for an active þock of seagulls at that end of 
Ryderôs Cove! The adult herring return to the salt 
water by mid-June.  The babies hatch and remain 
in the fresh water ponds throughout the summer 
and begin their migration to the salt water in 
early September. The herring run in cycles.  2004 
was a bad year in the Chatham run, but for the 
past eight years, there were bumper crops.

Don St. Pierre, oversees the migration of the 
herring and is responsible for the maintenance 
of the herring run.  He explains that a sluice way 
consisting of a system of ladders and gates was 
built out of wood in the 1950ôs by the efforts of 
the Cape Cod Salties, a local sports ýshing club. 
Ned Jacob, then President and now Honorary 
Trustee of CCF,  and Willard Nicholas (Nick, 
the Barber)  were part of the team. The run  was 
replaced in the 1980ôs using  Wolmanized wood 
by volunteer labor from the ýshing community. 
In 2000, the wooden structures again needed 
replacing and this time 140 ft. of 18ò diameter 
plastic drain pipe was installed by the very hard 
work of a team of Americorps volunteers under 
Don St. Pierreôs direction. He says it should 
last forever.

Don closes the gates to build up the water 
levels in the ponds in the winter and summer. 
He opens them in the spring when the adults 
migrate up the run to spawn and then return to 
the sea and again around Labor Day when the 
young ýsh begin their swim out to sea.

The Meier family and  Don St. Pierre working 
together have been a good stewards of the 
Herring Run. As the new owners of a portion of 
the Herring Run, CCF will continue the Meierôs 
stewardship of this resource in cooperation 
with  the efforts of Herring Run Warden, Don 
St. Pierre. 

Land Gifts and Acquisitions
by Jon Vaughan

September 28, 2004 (4.11 acres)
The Chatham Conservation Foundation would like to thank Anne Hall McMahon 

for her wonderful gift of more than four acres of beautiful salt marsh along the western 
shore of Stage Island on Stage Harbor. It was not that long ago that folks simply ýlled 
in this type of wetland for development. Now that we fully understand its importance to 
the ecosystem, we are as happy as the clams and mussels along this shoreline that it will 
be preserved ñas isò forever.

December 20, 2004 (.81 acres)
Just past Oyster Bluff road on the right hand side of Absegami Run is more than three 

quarters of an acre of forested upland replete with mature pines, cedars and oaks. It slopes 
gradually downhill until abutting more than 4 more acres of interlocking lots owned by the 
Chatham Conservation Foundation. This corridor of natural growth is not only soothing 
to the eye but also perfect for supporting wildlife in a developed neighborhood. The CCF 
is extremely grateful to the generous, conservation minded individual who donated this 
important and beautiful parcel.

January 14, 2005 (.98 acres)
Chathamôs only herring run, located on the western shore of Ryder Cove is a well 

known landmark to its residents and many others who travel Route 28 between Chatham 
and Orleans. Thanks to the overwhelming participation of the  CCFôs membership in its 
fall campaign,  the trustees are very pleased to announce the purchase and preservation 
of almost one acre of land containing half of the herring runôs length from Ryder Cove 
to Stillwater Pond. The parcel includes nearly 100 feet of shoreline on the east side of 
Route 28. The larger portion on the west side of the road is marshy lowland with forested, 
buildable upland. We are truly grateful to Walter and Pota Meier, 40 year members of the 
CCF, who generously offered this important waterfront property for only $340,000, half 
of its appraised value.

Open Space Protected to Date (since 1962)
 Parcels Classiýcation Acres
 130 Gifts 337.68
 30 Purchases 186.96
 24 Conservation Easements 54.90
 177 Total 579.61

MAYO HOUSE
The report on the summer operation of the Mayo House was most favorable.  2000 

visitors from the US and 18 foreign countries toured the Mayo House this summer 
making donations double the previous year!

CCF wishes to thank the volunteers who guided visitors through the Mayo House 
this past summer.  They were: Stuart Holden,Coordinator, Charlotte Witt, Marie 
Fulcher, Mary Lou and Bob Russsell, Alicia Olney, Dana MacDonald, Linda and Bob 
Redding, Jean and Paul Greenough, Eleanor Bunn, Gitte Haugen, Mary Jo Champlin, 
and Kay Cima, Trustee.

The Board of Trustees elected ofýcers for the 
current year at their September meeting.  The 
Nominating Committee presented the slate as 
follows:

President: Andrew P. Young
Vice President: David H. Doherty
Treasurer: Roy B. Meservey
Trustee -At-Large to Executive Commitee: 
 Jonathan B. Vaughan

Two Interim Trustees were elected by the the 
Board of Trustees at the November meeting 
and will be presented on the slate at the Annual 
Meeting in August:
Robert (Rob) D.B. Carlisle and James (Jamie) 
C.A. McClennen.   

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS
Rob Carlisle a writer and former public TV 
producer, has lived in Chatham since 1989. He  
has written some 30 books, seven about Lower 
Cape Cod.  Currently, he is a director of Friends 
of Chatham Waterways and member of several 
volunteer committees for Eldredge Public 
Library.
Jamie McClennen, current partner and owner 
of Wequassett Inn, has enjoyed Chatham all his 
life. He  retired in 2000 from an outstanding 
career in investment management.  Currently 
he serves on boards of the New Museum of 
Contemporary Art and the National Council of 
Indiana University and Museum.  He and his 
wife Stephania live in NYC and Chatham.

Coming Soon:
www.chathamconservationfoundation.org

CCF is in the process of designing and 
posting  its new website. Members  

Hannah Vokey and Kent Dillon have 
volunteered to assist with this project.




